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Remarks 

Applicant is filing the present Response to Restriction 
Requirement and Election of Species in a timely manner in 
response to USPTO Paper dated June 14, 2004. 

Figure 5 of the drawings illustrates a supported thermal 
interface material interposed between the heat sink and the IC. 
The supported material provides sufficient displacement to 
concentrate the pressure from the compressive force at the area 
of heat concentration. See p. 9, paragraph 024 of the 
Specification. Figure 6 of the drawings illustrates an 
unsupported thermal interface material interposed between the 
heat sink and the IC. The unsupported thermal interface 
material is placed so that it covers an area less than the area 
of heat concentration prior to compression of the heat sink to 
the IC lid. The act of compression, thins out the unsupported 
material thereby increasing the area it covers to substantially 
the area of heat concentration. See p. 10, paragraph 025 of 
the Specification. A distinction between the species of FIGURE 
5 and FIGURE 6 is that the unsupported thermal interface 
material responds more drastically to compression and gets 
thinner and spreads over a larger area more than the species 
using the supported thermal interface material. In the species 
of FIGURE 6, the thermal interface material covers a smaller 
area than the eventual area of heat concentration, but covers a 
substantially similar area as compared to the supported thermal 
interface material after compression. Accordingly, both 
species of Figure 5 and 6 comprise thermal interface materials 
covering an area of heat concentration during operation of the 
IC and heat sink combination and are both described in present 
independent claims 3, 8, 18, 26, 35, and 47. Accordingly, it 
is believed that all independent claims read on both species 
and if the independent claims are found to be allowable, 
reinstatement and allowance of the withdrawn claims is owed. 

In addition, entry of the present amendments to claims 12 
and 22 is respectfully requested. It has come to the attention 
of the Undersigned, that there was a pagination problem in the 
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last Preliminary Amendment affecting the presentation of a 
portion of claims 28, 40, and 47 that were not amended. Claims 
28, 40, and 47 are presented in proper format in this 
Preliminary Amendment as Previously Amended claims and assumes 
all amendments have been made. 

If any clarifications can be made by way of telephonic 
interview, the Examiner is invited to contact the Undersigned. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Andrew Douglas Delano 
Applicant 




jftme L. Bouscaren 
Tatent Attorney 
Registration No. 37,928 
Attorney for Applicant 
Phone: (970) 679-3248 
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